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Associate

Please Welcome the Newest
Members of Our Parish
August
• Ms. Melissa Durkin
• Ms. Jessica Smith
September
• Ms. Nina Eliseo
• Mr. & Mrs. Aaron & Jill Franks

• Mr. John Catsonis
• Ms. Samantha Nelson
• Mr. & Mrs. Aron & April Brenner
October
• Mr. George Kanos
• Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Julie Klacik
• Mr. & Mrs. Jeff & Erin Barone
• Mr. & Mrs. Jared & Christina Bunevich
• Mr. Mario Ferlaino
• Ms. Nicole Borovitcky

To Be Near Our Lord
“At the birth of our Lord, the shepherds heard the angelic and divine songs of heavenly beings; this
is what the Scriptures tell us. But nowhere does it say that Our Lady and Saint Joseph, who were closest
to the child, heard the angels’ voices or even saw the marvelous radiance; on the contrary, instead of
hearing the angels sing they heard the child crying, and by the wretched light of some poor lantern, they
saw the eyes of this divine boy full of tears and saw him chilled by the cold. Now tell me frankly, would
you not rather have been in the dark stable which was full of the boy’s crying, rather than with the
shepherds, ravished with joy and gladness by sweet heavenly music and the beauty of this marvelous
light?” (St. Francis de Sales)
We are in a season of gift giving but what else do we need other than to be near Our Lord? This
is something to keep in mind as our journey of Faith takes us past Advent and the Christmas season into
Ordinary Time and then, Lent. Our Lord, Jesus, is always with us, regardless of the season.
In this issue of the newsletter, we focus on our Greeter Ministry whose members warmly
welcome us to our weekend Masses and special liturgies throughout the year. As we conclude our series
on the sacraments, Deacon Robert Cuttica examines the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick for us. Our
mystery saint, though he lived many centuries ago, is an inspiration to us all in his courage and
steadfastness in his faith despite persecution.

Best Wishes for a Holy and Wondrous
Christmas Season from the Newsletter Staff!

Saint Story - Who Am I?

Christmas Masses
Christmas Eve
4:00 PM, 6:00 PM, and 11:00 PM
Christmas Day
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM
New Year’s Eve
6:00 PM
New Year’s Day
10:30 AM

I was born in the latter part of the third century in the city of Sebastia in Armenia, which is present
day Turkey. As a youth I studied philosophy and eventually became a physician. I was known for my
miraculous ability, good will, and piety. When the bishop of my city died, I was chosen to succeed him
by popular acclaim. I was a good bishop and worked hard to encourage the spiritual and physical
health of my people. I became known for my holiness and the many miracles that I performed. People
came to me from all over seeking cures for their spirit and body. Even wild animals came in herds to
receive my blessing.
Although freedom of religion was granted in the Roman Empire in 311, persecution of
Christians still raged in Armenia. I was forced to flee to the back country where I lived as a hermit in
solitude and prayer. In 316, Agricola, the governor of Armenia, arrived in Sebastia to kill the Christians.
One day, a group of hunters, seeking wild animals for the amphitheater, found my cave and were
surprised to find me surrounded by patiently waiting wolves, lions, and bears. They seized me and
took me to prison. On the way, a mother came to me with her small son who had a fishbone lodged in
his throat. At my command, the child coughed up the bone, and was saved. Though this impressed the
governor, he still tried to persuade me to give up my faith and worship pagan idols. When I refused, I
was beaten. Then I was suspended from a tree and my flesh was torn with steel combs or rakes.
Finally, I was beheaded. I am the patron saint of throat ailments and English wool combers. On my
feast day, February 3, throats are blessed in many places for protection against diseases of the throat
and other illnesses.
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Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How inscrutable are his judgments and unsearchable his Ways!
- Romans 11: 33

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
Deacon Dr. Robert Cuttica, Pastoral Associate

The Catholic Church professes and teaches that the Anointing of the Sick is one of the seven sacraments instituted by Christ (Mark 613). St. James the Apostle recommended to the faithful and made known: “Is there anyone sick among you? Let him send for the presbyters
of the Church and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick man and the
Lord will raise him up. If he has committed any sins, they will be forgiven.”
Our mission as Church is to do what Jesus did. On nearly every page of the Gospels, we read of Jesus’ concern for the sick. After
Jesus ascended into heaven, the Church continued to be a sacrament of healing.
In the course of time, the focus of the sacrament shifted from healing to forgiveness of sins, and the time for receiving the
sacrament was delayed to the deathbed when forgiveness of sins would also be the final preparation for heaven. “Over the centuries, the
Anointing the Sick was conferred more and more exclusively on those at the point of death.
The Second Vatican Council placed the sacrament once again in the context of mutual prayer and concern as described in the Epistle
of James. Anointing “is not a sacrament for those only who are at the point of death, but is intended for all those who are seriously ill.
Our experience of the revised Sacrament of the Anointing has brought about a change in the way we think about the sacrament.
This sacrament (like all sacraments) is a community celebration; sickness involves more than bodily illness; and anointing heals us through
faith.
Does it work? Will I experience healing? These are the questions that I am frequently asked regarding the Sacrament of
Anointing. I always answer by saying “yes.” Healing is not restricted to mere physical healing. Sacraments are celebrations of faith,
expressions of who we are before God. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick helps us gain insight into the meaning of human suffering.
“Suffering and illness have always been among the greatest problems that trouble the human spirit. Christians feel and experience pain as
do all other people, yet their faith helps them to grasp more deeply the mystery of suffering and to bear their pain with greater
courage…..They also know that Christ, who during his life often visited and healed the sick, loves them in their illness.” The Sacrament of
Anointing does not remove the mystery of human suffering. Yet its celebration gives us a window into the mystery of a loving God. Our
loving God raises up the crucified Son to display his victorious wounds, sitting triumphant at the Father’s right hand.

LADIES NIGHT OUT

Fun was had
by all!
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MINISTRY FOCUS
Greeter Ministry
Have you had the experience of being warmly greeted on your

way in to Sunday Mass? If you have, then you have met one of
our Greeters whose purpose is to welcome parish members and
guests into St. Christine Church at the beginning of liturgy.
Greeters arrive at church fifteen minutes before Mass begins.
They have minimal meetings. Chairperson of the Greeter
Ministry is Carol Beeman. If you have any questions about this
ministry or would like to become a Greeter, please call her at
330-758-6538.

Baptisms in Our Parish:

Laurel Cole Mook
Above:
Pet Blessing

Gyan Travis Watson
Above:
Rosary for America

River Don Watson

Right: Health &
Wellness: Women
Heart Health

Lane Thomas Watson
Francesa Rachel Gaskell

Above: Church & Chili

Daniel Joseph Kernan
Bryce Anthony Dudley
Eliana Annalise Foltz
Eloise Irene Reese
Above: Deacon Brown
Farwell Party

Saint Story – Who Am I?
Answer: St. Blaise
Feast Day: February 3rd

Above: Craft show

God of love, Father of all, the darkness that covered the earth has given way to the bright dawn of your
Word made flesh. Make us faithful to your Word, that we may bring your life to the waiting world. Grant
this through Christ our Lord. - Shorter Christian Prayer
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St. Christine Church
3165 S. Schenley Ave.
Youngstown OH 44511

U P C O M I N G
Breakfast with Santa
Holy Land Gifts
Blood Pressure Checks
Reverse Raffle
“All Things Chocolate”
Women’s Renewal
Fish Fry
Men’s Renewal
Bible Study
Vespers in Church followed by Christmas
Around the World

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day
Saturday and Sunday Masses
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 7:00,10:30 and
12:00 Noon
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E V E N T S

Sunday, December 8 9:30AM – 12PM Parish Center
Saturday/Sunday, December 14/15 in Church after all Masses
Sunday, January 12 - before and after the 10:30AM Mass
Saturday, January 25 at 6PM Maronite Center
Saturday, February 8 and Sunday, February 9 in Church after all Masses
Saturday/Sunday, February 22/23
In Parish Center – Ash Wednesday and all Fridays in Lent, except Good Friday
in the Parish Center 4-7PM with take-out beginning at 2PM. Carry out
330.259.4671
Saturday/Sunday, February 29/March 1
Tuesdays at 9:15AM in the Parish Center is cancelled until after the New Year
After 4PM Mass on Saturday, December 7 and Saturday, December 14

4:00, 6:00, 11:00 PM
9:00, 10:30 AM
6:00 PM
10:30 AM

Week Day Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday 8:30 AM
Wednesday Evening 5:30 PM

Devotions
Miraculous Medal Novena
Tuesday 6:00 PM
Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesday 4:15-5:15 PM
Benediction
Wednesday 5:15 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 11:00-11:30 AM
3:00-3:30 PM or by appointment
Wednesday 6:00 PM

