First Quarter 2019

Rev. Fr. John Keehner, Pastor - Rev. Fr. Zachary Coulter, Associate Pastor – Deacon Dr. Robert Cuttica, Pastoral Associate

Please Welcome the Newest
Members of Our Parish
August
• Ms. Michelle Sahli-Kish
• Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Jr. & Kayla Adair
• Mr. & Mrs. Edward II & Leah DiFlorio
• Ms. Anne Gardner
• Ms. Kylie Lampkins
• Ms. Elaine Shearer
• Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Jr. & Alyson Klingensmith
• Mr. & Mrs. Gene & Pam McClafferty

• Mr. & Mrs. Ed & Michele Aurelio
• Ms. Marissa Aurelio
• Mr. & Mrs. Kevin & Patricia Yurchekfrodl

September
• Mr. Scott Smaltz
• Mr. & Mrs. Ronald & Cheryl Palowitz
• Mr. & Mrs. Victor & Franika Flores
• Ms. Mary Jo Kozak
• Mr. & Mrs. David Sr. & Kathleen Molina
• Ms. Kayla Nespecca
• Mr. & Mrs. Robb & Tara Marek
• Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Sonya Osman
October
• Mr. & Mrs. James Jr. & Christine Cerimele

• Mr. & Mrs. Brian & Joanne Onora
• Ms. Elaina Viars

Please
Support
Our
Capital
Campaign!

A Time to Be Thankful
What a beautiful time of year! Christmas music, snow-covered countryside, decorated stores and
homes, holiday gatherings with family and friends – a time to enjoy and a time to be thankful. In our
spiritual realm, this is also a time of incomprehensible beauty. Our gospel readings for these next
few months are filled with the beauty and the power of God’s love. From stern warnings to be on
guard for Christ’s second coming and the time of judgment along with John the Baptist’s call for
repentance, to the graciousness of Mary’s meeting with Elizabeth and the birth of the Christ Child, we
become increasingly aware of the Father’s concern for us. As Christ enters his public ministry, he
gives us the Beatitudes - guideposts to help us on the journey to our heavenly home - and teaches us
love and forgiveness.
In this issue of the newsletter, Deacon Cuttica reviews the Sacrament of Reconciliation – that
sacrament given us by Christ to ensure that we remain steadfast and unswerving on our path home.
We see that our mystery saint remained faithful to God’s commands in his charity and in his
willingness to suffer for his faith. Our ministry focus is that of the St. Christine Prayer Chain,
composed of a group of humble people who take seriously the power of prayer.

Saint Story - Who Am I?
I was born in the third century (around 280) in Asia Minor, an area that is part of present-day

Turkey. I was the only child of well-to-do Christian parents who raised me to be a devout Christian.
They died tragically during an epidemic when I was a young man leaving me well off. I used my
inheritance to help the needy, the sick, and the suffering. My uncle, the bishop of Patara eventually
ordained me as a priest. One of my most remembered works of charity was that of giving three
bags of gold to an impoverished citizen of Patara so that his three daughters would have money for
their dowries, thus preventing them from being sold into slavery.
I became bishop of Myra during the reign of the Emperor Diocletian at a time when
Christians were being persecuted for their faith. Along with many other Christians, I was tortured
and thrown into prison. When Constantine assumed leadership of the Roman Empire, I was released.
I returned to Myra where I was tirelessly outspoken against the heresy of Arianism and of paganism.
When I died, I was buried in the city of Myra. When Myra passed into the hands of the Saracens, my
remains were transferred to Bari in Italy. Miracles continued to be attributed to me. My body
exuded a sweet-smelling myrrh which kept it from corruption. I am the patron of sailors in the East
and of children in the West. In Germany, Switzerland, and the Netherlands, the giving of presents at
Christmastime came to be done in my honor. I am the patron saint of Greece, Apulia, Sicily and, along
with St. Andrew the Apostle, I am the patron of Russia. My feast day is December 6.
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“Lord, who shall be admitted to your tent and dwell on your holy mountain? He who walks without fault; he who acts with justice
and speaks the truth from his heart; he who does not slander with his tongue; he who does no wrong to his brother, who casts no
slur on his neighbor, who holds the godless in disdain, but honors those who fear the Lord…” Ps 15: 1-4

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Deacon Dr. Robert Cuttica, Pastoral Associate

The forgiveness of sins committed after Baptism is conferred by a particular sacrament called the sacrament of conversion, confession,
penance, or reconciliation. It is called the sacrament of conversion because it presents to us Jesus’ call to conversion, the first step in returning to the
Father from whom one has strayed by sin. It is called the sacrament of penance since it consecrates the Christian sinner’s steps to conversion and
penance. It is called the sacrament of confession, since the confession of sins to a priest is an essential element of the sacrament. It is called the
sacrament of forgiveness since by the priest’s absolution God grants the penitent “pardon and peace.” Finally, it is called the sacrament of reconciliation
because it imparts to the sinner the love of God who reconciles.
The Church instituted the sacrament of Penance for all sinful members of the Church who, since Baptism, have fallen into grave sin and thus
lost their baptismal grace. It is to them that the sacrament of Penance offers a new possibility to convert and to return to the graces of God. Over the
centuries, the form of the sacrament has varied considerably. During the first centuries, the reconciliation of Christians who had committed grave sin
after their Baptism such as idolatry, murder, or adultery was tied to a vigorous discipline to which the penitent had to do public penance, often for
years, before receiving reconciliation. During the seventh century, Irish missionaries, inspired by the Eastern monastic tradition, brought to Europe the
private practice of penance and from that time on, the sacrament is performed in secret between the penitent and the priest. This new practice allowed
the forgiveness of grave and venial sins to be integrated into one sacramental celebration.
Only God can forgive sin, but since God entrusted to his apostles the ministry of reconciliation, bishops who are their successors, and priests
who have received the faculty of absolving from the bishop, can forgive sins in the name of Christ. “On the evening of that day, the first day of the
week,” Jesus showed himself to his apostles. “He breathed on them, and said to them: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained’” (Jn 20:19, 22-23).
The question arises, why confess my sin? Why confess to a priest? Why not confess directly to God? The answer is that, as human beings, we
do not live in our mind alone. We need to externalize with words, signs, and gestures, that which is in our minds and hearts. We need to see and feel
forgiveness, not just think about it. The confessor is not a judge or jury. He is there as the Good Shepherd to guide us in our discernment and help us to
proclaim the mercy of God in our lives. He reflects the image of Christ as The Good Shepherd and imparts the prayer of absolution which proclaims our
forgiveness and our reconciliation with God and the Church.
Below: Praying the Rosary for America

Ladies Night
Out
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Right:
Health &
Wellness
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MINISTRY FOCUS
St. Christine
Prayer Chain
Ministry

The Prayer Chain Ministry is composed of a group of people who take

seriously, and strongly believe in, the power of prayer. It is chaired by
Deacon Jim Brown and Barb Roussel. This ministry is divided into two sections
– a Telephone Chain which is composed of about fourteen people, and a
Computer Chain which has about seventeen people. When a request is
received for prayer, it is passed to the next person on the chain and it
continues onward through the entire chain. Requests for prayer cover many
subjects including a need for healing (physical or emotional), the souls of
people deceased, family difficulties, studies, and more. Need for prayer is
unlimited.
If you have a need for prayer or would like to be part of the Prayer Chain
Ministry, please call Barb Roussel at 330-792-7180 or email her at
broussel@ysu.net. Prayers are always needed and people are always
needed to pray!

Above & Below: Craft Show
Above: Pet Blessing

Saint Story – Who Am I?
Answer: St. Nicholas
Feast Day: December 6th

Left:
2018
Memorial
Mass

Lily Grace Hess
Daughter of Lucas and Dania
Dominic William Monroe
Son of John and Shannon
Hailey Marie Monroe
Daughter of John and Shannon
Allison Ann Geramita
Daughter of Jonathon and Jennifer
Patrick Michael Coyle III
Son of Patrick and Alyssa
Victor Leo Daprile III
Son of Victor and Merissa
Angelina Annarosa Linares
Daughter of Jimmy & Mary
Santiago Isaac Martinez
Son of Jose & Ivonne
Adalynn Kennedy Reed
Daughter of Patrick and Andrea
Adalyn Grace Streb
Daughter of Adam and Ashley

God our Father, you sent your Son to lead us in the way of life. As we look forward to his coming in glory, renew our desire to
follow in his footsteps, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. Magnificat
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St. Christine Church
3165 S. Schenley Ave.
Youngstown OH 44511
You can find this newsletter on our website!
https://www.stchristine.org/newsletter/

U P C O M I N G
Bible Study

Tuesdays at 9:15 in the Parish Center EXCEPT CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S

Movie Nights

Thursdays, 12/27 and 1/31 6PM in the Parish Center

Vespers in Church followed by Christmas
Around the World
Immaculate Conception - Holy Day of
Obligation

After 4PM Masses on Saturday Dec 1, Saturday, Dec. 8 and Saturday, Dec. 15
Mass Friday, December 7at 6PM, Saturday, December 8 at 10AM

Breakfast with Santa

Sunday, 12/9 - 8AM to 1PM in the Parish Center

Blood Pressure Checks by Parish Nurses

Sunday, Jan. 13 before and after 10:30AM Mass in the Parish Center

Reverse Raffle

Saturday, January 26 6:00PM at the Maronite Center

Lenten Soup and Bread Series

Thursdays, Feb 21 and Feb 28 6PM – in the Parish Center

Holy Name Society Chicken and Rib Dinner

Saturday, Feb. 9 in the Parish Center

“All Things Chocolate”

Saturday, Feb. 9 and Sunday, Feb. 10 after all masses in the Church

Women’s Renewal

Feb. 23 and 24

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day
Saturday and Sunday Masses
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 7:00,10:30 and
12:00 Noon
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E V E N T S

4:00, 6:00, 8:00, 11:00 PM
9:00, 10:30 AM
8:30 AM, 6:00 PM
10:00 AM

Week Day Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday 8:30 AM
Wednesday Evening 5:30 PM

Devotions
Miraculous Medal Novena
Tuesday 6:00 PM
Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesday 4:15-5:15 PM
Benediction
Wednesday 5:15 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 11:00-11:30 AM
3:00-3:30 PM or by appointment
Wednesday 6:00 PM

