
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 11 2019 

PRESENT:  Baker, Blasko, Bobovnyik, Coulter, Cuttica, Davies, Emborsky, Gavalier, Gerchak, 

Humerickhouse, Keehner, Landy-Pearce, Lorelli, McHenry, Rucci, Ruse, Sledd, Stille, Vetterly, 

Yeager 

ABSENT:  Boyle, Carpenter  

I.   OPENING PRAYER 

Fr. John Keehner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. He then led us in prayer reciting the 

Anima Christi. 

 

II. APRIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Fr. Keehner gave everyone time to read and review the minutes from our last meeting, which was 

April 2, 2019. Minutes were accepted and approved. 

 

III. DIOCESAN RECONFIGURATION 

 

Fr. Keehner indicated that both he and Fr. Coulter were reassigned to new parishes. Fr. Keehner 

will be the new pastor at St. Paul’s in North Canton and Fr. Coulter will be the new associate pastor 

of St. Michael’s in Canton. Fr. Simon Mino will become our new associate pastor. He will be 

ordained in his hometown in Slovakia on June 15. We were hoping he would be back in the US 

shortly thereafter but he is waiting on his religious worker visa to go through. We are hopeful that 

he will be here by August 15. No word on who our new pastor will be but the Personnel Board is 

meeting again on June 19. Parishes needing new pastors are St. Mary’s, St. Benedict’s and us. For 

now, St. Christine priests will continue to serve St. Luke parish. This could change down the road 

as the two churches are in different regions of the new reconfiguration. 

 

IV. REPAIRS/CAPITAL WORK AND CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 

 

Dennis Rucci gave a comprehensive report as to the recent progress of the Capital Campaign. The 

new sign will be on hold until after the festival as there is too much to do before then. Dennis 

expects that the new sign will be installed by July 1. Repairs are still needed in the Church and 

Parish Center. Wallpaper will be removed and ceiling by the front vestibule will be fixed. The 

Parish Center needs paint touched up (Dave Cook will do this) and new carpeting will be installed. 

We continue to make payments on our old debt to the Diocese of Youngstown. We currently pay 

$2500/month back to DOY. The Diocese has been very generous in waiting for repayment. We 

really need to give DOY a fair amount of money that we have been collecting from our latest 

Capital Campaign. We need to repave the parking lot (especially the lower lot where the 

schoolchildren play as it is very bad). This will not take place before the festival. To date, we have 

$1.3 million in pledges with $700,000 already collected! DOY feels we are in the 90th percentile 

of collecting our pledges. A new camera security system will be installed over the summer. Paul 

Keffler is now a part of Finance Council, member of the School Board, and was recently certified 



in identifying asbestos. There will be another Capital Campaign meeting before Fr. Keehner leaves 

to discuss the funds in the checking account. Currently, there is enough to pay off the school roof 

and there will still be money remaining in the account. 

 

V. REPORT OF COMMITTEES 

A. Spiritual Life and Worship – Dr. Cuttica mentioned that the Easter season is over and we 

are back in Ordinary Time. The flowers for Easter were beautiful but unfortunately, they 

did not last too long. With the Children’s Liturgy of the Word now held at 10:30 Mass, 

attendance has doubled! Our Twinning Ministry continues to be strong. Fr. Beda is the new 

pastor from St. Thomas in Uganda. Communication is much improved. Ladies of both 

parishes have become pen pals. Fr. Leo is now serving in the states continuing his 

missionary work. He is expected to stop by during the week when he is in town but he will 

not be available during weekend Masses. 

 

B. Parish and Family Life – Christa Blasko talked about the success of the Father/Daughter 

Dance. It was a lot of fun with over 60 dads in attendance. There was a photo booth, DJ, 

pizza, punch, pop and cookies.  A Sip and Paint was planned for the day before Mother’s 

Day (Mom & Me). The artist was in a car accident right before the event. With the artist’s 

helper on hand, the event still took place but not exactly as planned. The Parish Picnic will 

be on August 18. Parish Council members are being asked to volunteer. Christa mentioned 

plans are in the works for a Fall Bonfire, another Sip & Paint event and the annual Breakfast 

with Santa. 

 

C. Social Concerns – Cornelia Sledd talked about the Blood Drive held on May 21 from 1:00 

p.m. – 6:00 p.m. She thanked everyone who volunteered! The annual Mother’s Day 

Carnation Sale was a success with several volunteers and $1018 was collected. $500 was 

donated to Sojourner House. There will be the annual Father’s Day Carnation Sale after all 

the Masses this weekend. Cornelia reminded everyone that the third weekend of the month; 

baskets are place at all of the Church entrances to collect items for Angela’s Place. Cornelia 

then takes everything collected to the Ursuline Motherhouse on Shields Road. Donations 

have been extremely generous. 

 

D. Evangelization/Adult Formation – Marianne Yeager reported on her ministry. Our 

Spring Lenten Soup & Bread series which featured ‘Psalms – The School of Prayer’ was a 

success!  There were approximately 60 people in attendance each evening. The Women’s 

Café resumed on Saturday, March 30th and was well attended. Movie Nights resumed in 

April. June will feature “Paul: Apostle of Christ” and in July, we will show “Oklahoma!”.  

GROW continues to support the ‘Women’s Café’. Roughly 30 ladies are in attendance for 

each event. Mark your calendar for July 27 for the nest Women’s Café and there will be 

another in September. Looking to change things up for the Fall Church and Chili Series. 

Marianne will wait until our new pastor arrives to discuss options. 

 

E. Education and Formation – Neither Mr. Walter Carpenter nor Colleen Boyle were in 

attendance for tonight’s meeting so there was not a report for the school or CCD. Wally 

has June off and Colleen has a 9-month contract so neither were able to attend. Fr. Keehner 

did mention that enrollment for 2019-2020 is looking very good! 



 

F. Youth Ministry – Members of Celebrate will sponsor a “Trunk to Treasure” sale on 

August 3rd and members of Ablaze will have a Car Wash. All proceeds benefit the St. 

Christine Celebrate team and The Small Heroes Foundation (which raises awareness and 

money to help find a cure for Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy). To rent a spot, call Kathy 

Nemergut. Spots are $10 each. Reservations are due by August 1st. 

 

G. Parish Administration and Finance – Dennis Rucci reported on the Parish finances. He 

said we finished $78,558 below budget. The 2019-2020 budget is balanced with the help 

from funds received from the Fish Fry Dinners. In order to stay on budget, weekend 

collections need to be $22K each week. Dennis encourages online giving. Those currently 

enrolled in this have giving $118,598 for the year. Dennis did mention that Electronic 

Giving is up but Sunday collections are down approximately $725 ($13,000 overall). This 

is in part because of the eliminated 9:00 a.m. Mass. With our fiscal year ending June 30, 

projections indicate income will be down however, money being taken in by the school is 

up. Keep in mind though that during the summer when Sunday collections are lower and 

we are paying teacher salaries (when no tuition is collected) that the income is down. We 

do have a $20K savings in the school now that the third year of Doreen DeMarco’s buyout 

has passed. 

 

VI. OLD & NEW BUSINESS 

A. Old Business: We continue to have issues with the new Sound System. We are working 

on the acoustics as sounds are still muffled here and there. Bob Gavalier will train our 

lectors on how to use the microphone system. 

 

B. New Business: With Fr. Keehner’s departure on August 1, Parish Council is done on the 

same day. He suggests that the same folks remain on to reconstitute Council. Although 

Judy Landy-Pearce, Pat Eborsky and Pat Lorelli’s terms have expired, Fr. Keehner suggests 

they remain on Council for one more year. Thus, there will be no new members add to 

Council until after the new pastor arrives. RCIA will start up again in September. There 

are two people already interested in becoming Catholic. Deacon Matt already had his first 

Baptism this past Sunday and has been preaching at Mass. He has conducted funeral 

services and is making hospital visits. 

 

 Fr. Keehner said he is very sad about leaving St. Christine but he is at peace with it. He is 

truly grateful for all the prayers for him (especially during his illness). He thanked everyone 

for their service on Parish Council and will keep everyone from St. Christine in his prayers. 

 

VII.  CLOSING PRAYER 

The meeting concluded with praying the Hail Mary led by Fr. Coulter. 

Adjournment was at 8:05 p.m. 

Next Meeting – Monday, September 23, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by: Gina McHenry 


