
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

April 2, 2019 

PRESENT:  Baker, Bobovnyik, Boyle, Coulter, Cuttica, Emborsky, Gavalier, Gerchak, 

Keehner, Landy-Pearce, Lorelli, McHenry, Rucci, Ruse, Sledd, Stille, Vetterly, Yeager 

ABSENT:  Blasko, Carpenter, Davies, Gerchak  

I.   OPENING PRAYER 

Fr. John Keehner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. He then led us in prayer reciting the 

Anima Christi. 

 

II. FEBRUARY MEETING MINUTES 

Fr. Keehner gave everyone time to read and review the minutes from our last meeting, which was 

held February 11, 2019. With respect to our Capital Campaign, it should be noted that Dennis 

Rucci is the Chair and that we continue to surpass our goal of $1,000,000.00 in pledges. 

 

III. DIOCESAN RECONFIGURATION 

There is a great push to change how the Diocese of Youngstown is currently structured. The 

committee in charge is looking at sharing personnel in addition to diocesan priests. Priests should 

only be celebrating one Mass per day and up to three on the weekends (not including weddings 

or funerals). Although we continue to have a thriving parish/school/CCD program, all are 

smaller than they have been in previous years. This rings true across the entire diocese. Fr. 

Keehner provide statistics of Realities the Church is facing in 2019: 

• Priests in Active Ministry 

In the Year 2000 - 116  

In the Year 2010 -   98 

In the Year 2018 -   73 

Estimated in 2025 – 55 

• Mass Attendance 

In the Year 2000 – 106,796 

In the Year 2010 -    80,704 

In the Year 2017 -    42,601 

In the Year 2018 -    40,549 

• Sacramental Celebrations 

Infant Baptisms – Down from over 3,000 in 2000 to 1,003 in 2018 

First Communions – Down from over 3,000 in 2000 to 1,330 in 2018 

Weddings – Down from over 1,000 in 2000 to 507 in 2018 

Funerals – Down from 3,000 in 2000 to 2,295 in 2018 

• Population in the Six Counties of the Diocese 

In the Year 2000 – 1,219,386 

In the Year 2010 – 1,193,021 



In the Year 2018 – 1,165,879 

• Number of Catholics in the Diocese 

In the Year 2000 – 256,071 

In the Year 2010 – 201,857 

In the Year 2018 – 162,940 (huge drop; however some Catholics no longer associate 

with a parish) 

 

Fifteen priests currently in service are at least 71 years of age. Twenty-four are between 61 and 

70 years of age. Over half are over the age of 61. Fr. Coulter is the youngest priest in DOY at age 

30. About 40% of our priests have multiple ministries, parishes and/or worship sites. There are 

234 regularly celebrated Sunday Masses (including Saturday vigil). The building is less than 

half-full in 77% of these (typically 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. Masses).  

 

IV. PARISH PROFILE 

We have many strengths in our Parish but we also have some needs as well. Some statistics 

about St. Christine from the last year: 

 

• 2444 Household 

• 5799 People in the Households 

• 3000 attended Christmas Masses 

• 3016 attended Easter Masses 

• 60 Baptisms 

• 70 Confirmations 

• 63 First Communions 

• 20 Weddings 

• 80 Funerals 

• 5 people took part in RCIA 

• 330 students attend our school (Kindergarten through 8th grade) 

• 234 students attend our CCD program (Kindergarten through 8th grade) 

• 32 students attend our pre-school 

• 51 students participated in CELEBRATE 

• 10 young adults participate in Ablaze 

 

We offer numerous ministries for parishioners to participate (Annual Festival; Holy Name 

Society; GROW; Infant of Prague; Health and Wellness; Parish and Family Life: Bereavement 

Committee; CARE Team). These ministries offer various programs and all are welcome to 

attend. Some, to name a few, are Church and Chili Series; Lenten Soup and Bread Series; Christ 

Renews His Parish; Women’s Café; Bible Study; Movie Nights, etc. 

 

Assessing our buildings: 

• Church – approximately 850 seats in Good Condition 

• Rectory – Fair/Good Condition 

• School – Excellent Condition 

• Stadium with Press box – Poor Condition 

 



Thanks to the Capital Campaign, we have been able to add/fix/replace several items including: 

Retaining Wall; Tuck-pointing; New Organ; New Roof; New Sound System; Sidewalks; 

Drainage; LED lighting in Parish Center and Church; Steeple; Grotto to the Blessed Mother. 

Those items that will added/fixed or replaced in the near future are Electronic Sign; Painting of 

Church/upper walls. 

 

DOY will be divided into 14 regions. We have been placed in the City of Youngstown region, 

which includes St. Columba Cathedral and St. Edward. St. Luke’s is in a different region. We are 

not sure how this will play out with Fr. Keehner being pastor of both St. Christine and St. Luke 

parishes. Fr. Coulter mentioned that what may work in one region may not necessarily work for 

another region. We are currently the largest parish in the diocese. There will definitely be a 

reduction in the number of Masses being celebrated and priests will be moved around. We may 

need to rely on more Parish Leaders (for example, Sr. Mary Alice at St. Luke). For our particular 

region, we will go from nine priests down to seven. Currently there are 34 Masses and this will 

go down to 21. We are not growing exponentially but at the same time, we are not shrinking. 

This is the main reason DOY wants to address issues now as opposed to remaining stagnant and 

ultimately suffering a decline.  It is expected that Fr. Coulter will be appointed pastor to another 

parish in July. There will be some parishes that will close as a result of the Reconfiguration. We 

will welcome all folks from these parishes. 

 

Fr. Keehner asked PC members to brainstorm on the strengths of St. Christine: 

 

• Adapted to sharing our priests with other parishes and programs 

• Changed our existing Mass schedule (which was a success) 

• Older parishioners are very committed to our school and our religious programs as a 

whole 

• Music here is exceptional (thank you, Ron Goulish) 

• Vibrant, strong community; many families participate  

• Many volunteers for various projects 

• We are very welcoming and inclusive 

• We have several ministries; always something going on in the Parish 

• Extremely charitable: St. Vincent de Paul; Red Cross; Caritas, etc. 

• Great Celebrate program; well-attended by high school juniors and seniors 

• Renewal Teams are very strong 

• Fundraising is great 

• Bereavement Representation –someone always there on behalf of the Parish 

• Outstanding Liturgical Ministers with well-done liturgies 

• School gym is top-notch; well-attended 

• ABLAZE – Young Adult Ministry 

 

V. REPAIRS/CAPITAL WORK AND CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 

Dennis Rucci gave a comprehensive report as to the recent progress of the Capital Campaign. He 

continues to track the Parish Finances and upcoming expenses. Sunday Collections are down and 

he estimates that this will put us $50,000 under our current budget. Losing the 9:00 a.m. Mass 

has had a significant impact on the weekend collections. On the flip side, a lot of repairs have 



either been completed or are currently underway. Both Gutman Hall and the Gym now have 

speakers so in case of emergency, no matter where anyone is in the school, announcements can 

be heard! This has already been paid for and is up and running. This is a safety concern that has 

been resolved. The new Sound System in the Church was installed. We are working out the bugs. 

The sound is not at its full clarity. A microphone wire (to the PA system) is giving off a 

humming sound. We will have five cordless microphones and this will eliminate the background 

noise. There will be a flat microphone on the altar. Fr. Coulter met with the people from ‘Mike 

Makes Signs’ company. The new sign will be green and white with ‘St. Christine’ on the top. 

Three-fourths of the sign will be a digital picture that can be easily updated. A deposit for the 

sign was recently made. A new AC unit was ordered (which will go on the Holy Family side of 

the Church). Next, we will have the wallpaper removed. This will require some patchwork and 

then the inside of the Church will be painted. Dennis gave a breakdown of the Capital Campaign 

to date: 

 

$1,304,864.15  Total Pledges 

$   655,140.66  Paid to Date 

$   649,723.49  Balance of Pledges to be made 

 

DOY took over the billing of the pledges. Depending on the promise of the pledge, parishioners 

will receive reminders (annually/monthly, etc.) The good news is we are still getting pledges and 

one-time donations. The C.C. committee decided that we would pay $50,000 on the principle 

(from the Farmers Bank loan). We currently have $17,500 in our Farmers Savings Account and 

we will but $5,000 in monthly to save for a new roof for the Church. There is $359,235 cash on 

hand from the Capital Campaign and we owe Farmers $337,253. We could pay off Farmers loan 

but we still owe DOY $310,904 which puts us $648,000 in debt. We currently pay $2500/month 

back to DOY. The Diocese has been very generous in waiting for repayment. Dennis said the 

Fish Fry dinners are going very well and some of the proceeds will be put back into our general 

account to cover the $12,000 that was needed for the boiler/sump pump/plumbing in the school. 

There was a foot of water that caused damage and the Church covered the cost. The money from 

the F.F. dinners will reimburse this. With three more dinners to go, the plan is to reimburse the 

general checking account and to use some of the proceeds to replace many of the tables in the 

Parish Center. So far, approximately 750 dinners have been served. Before we know it, the 

annual Summer Festival will be here. The dates for the festival are June 20 -23rd. Volunteers are 

needed! We are looking for gift basket donations for the Chinese Raffle. If interested in donating 

a basket, please contact Debbie Ruse or Mary Beth Phillips. Last year’s festival garnered 

$55,423 net profit. Of this amount, $15,000 is reserved for start-up money and it covers the 

Bingo license. 

 

VI. REPORT OF COMMITTEES 

A. Spiritual Life and Worship – Dr. Cuttica discussed the services planned for Holy Week. 

Confession are Saturday, April 13 at 11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Palm Sunday is April 14 with Masses at 7:00, 10:00 and noon. Additional Confessions 

are Monday, April 15 from 6:00 -8:00 p.m. and Wednesday, April 17 from 3:00 p.m. – 

5:15 p.m. and 6:00 -7:00 p.m. Tenebrae is at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday. Holy Thursday Mass 

with the Washing of the Feet at 7:00 p.m., followed by the Veneration of the Blessed 

Sacrement until 11:00 p.m. Good Friday Confessions are 1200 -1:30 p.m. and the Passion 



of the Lord begins at 3:00 p.m., Holy Saturday we will have the Blessing of Easter Food 

at 2:00 p.m. The Easter Vigil Mass will begin at 8:30 p.m. For Easter Sunday only, the 

regular Sunday schedule will be followed with the addition of a 9:00 a.m. Mass. 

 

B. Parish and Family Life – Fr. Keehner talked about the Father/Daughter dance and 

mentioned that it was enjoyed by many. There will an upcoming Mother/Son event. A 

Sip and Paint afternoon is being planned. We are considering bringing back the Parish 

Picnic this summer. 

 

C. Social Concerns – Cornelia Sledd presided over an inaugural meeting Tuesday, February 

26 at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Center. She mentioned there were ten people in attendance. 

A lot was accomplished at this meeting. Many of our ministries were in attendance. 

Blood Drives are scheduled for the year: March 25, May 20, August 12 and November 

18th. Each will be held from 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Some volunteers are already in place 

but Cornelia is looking for more. Cornelia reminded everyone that the third weekend of 

the month; baskets are place at all of the Church entrances to collect items for Angela’s 

Place. Cornelia then takes everything collected to the Ursuline Motherhouse on Shields 

Road. Mother’s Day is approaching and we will continue with the annual Carnation Sale. 

Volunteers are wanted! 

 

D. Evangelization/Adult Formation – Marianne Yeager reported on her ministry. Our 

Spring Lenten Soup & Bread series will conclude in two weeks.  This series features 

‘Psalms – The School of Prayer’.  We continue to offer a simple supper of homemade 

soup and bread will be followed by a video presentation. We have had approximately 60 

people in attendance each evening. The Women’s Café resumed on Saturday, March 30th 

and was well attended. Movie Nights will resume in April. 

 

E. Education and Formation – Mr. Walter Carpenter was not in attendance for tonight’s 

meeting so there was not a report for the school. 

 

F. Youth Ministry – Congratulations to Bridget Bobovnyik, a Senior from our Ignite core 

team, as she has been selected to receive the prestigious Eagle of the Cross Award! This 

award is given annually in our diocese to select high school juniors and seniors who 

distinguish themselves as Catholic-Christian leaders among their peers. Seven members 

of Ignite served dinners at the Dorothy Day House on March 12. Our Ignite students had 

prepared the meat and treat bags at the February session. This is something Ignite will do 

monthly starting next year. We have a bowling party planned for this Sunday, April 7 

from 5-7 pm at Camelot Lanes. All members of Ignite, Celebrate and Ablaze are 

welcome! Celebrate was held February 15-17. A team of 13 Seniors hosted 29 Juniors 

from 8 different high schools and many faiths. Two of our Seniors have been attending 

RCIA and will receive their first sacraments this Easter at St. Charles. One of our Juniors 

plans on participating in St. Christine’s RCIA classes next year. In addition to Bridget’s 

Eagle of the Cross nomination, seniors Colin Russell, Cameryn Olesh and junior Drew 

Gerchak were also nominated. Members of Ablaze have been meeting once a week for an 

entire year. They look forward to inviting the Seniors from this year’s Celebrate Team to 

their first Ablaze meeting this coming Wednesday. Ablaze is organizing a 20th reunion 

for all our past Celebrators! The event will take place on August 11th in the Parish Center. 



Colleen Boyle mentioned that we will have Frist Holy Communion this weekend with 

noon Masses on both Saturday and Sunday. Fifty-seven students will be making their 1st 

Communion (which includes students from both our school and CCD program). 

 

G. Parish Administration and Finance – Dennis Rucci’s report on the Parish finances was 

brief as he discussed much of his report when he spoke earlier about the repairs and 

progress of the Capital Campaign. Dennis did mention that Electronic Giving is up but 

Sunday collections are down approximately $725 ($13,000 overall). This is in part 

because of the eliminated 9:00 a.m. Mass. With our fiscal year ending June 30,  

projections indicate income will be down however, money being taken in by the school is 

up. Keep in mind though that during the summer when Sunday collections are lower and 

we are paying teacher salaries (when no tuition is collected) that the income is down. Our 

annual Fish Fry Dinners are going well and will conclude on Good Friday. 

 

VII. OLD & NEW BUSINESS 

No old business. We will have an Anointing of the Sick Mass at 2:00 p.m. the Sunday after 

Easter. Congratulations to Pat Lorelli who was installed into the Curbstone Coaches on May 5th.   

Matt Humerickhouse, along with two other seminarians, will be ordained deacons on Saturday, 

June 1st at 10:30 a.m. at St. Columba Cathedral. We will have a reception for Matt after the 4:00 

p.m. Mass in the rectory. The theme will be BBQ (Matt’s favorite). All Parish Council members 

are invited to join in the celebration. Simon Mino will be ordained a priest on June 15th in 

Slovakia. Plans are for him to celebrate his first Mass in the US here on July 14. A reception in 

his honor will follow immediately. 

 

VIII.  CLOSING PRAYER 

The meeting concluded with praying the Hail Mary led by Fr. Coulter.   

Adjournment was at 8:05 p.m. 

Next Meeting – Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by: Gina McHenry  


