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Parish Alive! News, Volume 1
Mission of the St. Christine Parish
As a Roman Catholic Community, we commit to extend the mission of Jesus Christ through word, sacrament and service to the people of the southwest corner of Youngstown and the surrounding areas.

Parish Alive! Purpose

To better achieve this mission, Parish leadership along with the Parish pastoral council and ministry chairpersons invited the Parish community to enter into a process that would engage parishioners to help identify our strengths and needs.  Our overall goal is to continually build up our Parish as a community of faith meaning strong prayer life, service, and outreach by inviting others to become more a part of our faith community, and greater support of our efforts. 

The Process

Parish Alive! uses the following process from the Institute of School and Parish Development (ISPD) involving a year-long initial set-up and then afterwards continued similar efforts.

1. Assemble a core team to lead an assessment of things, inside and out

2. Identify top items for Parish to address

3. Make plans to address these items (work with what exists and propose new ideas)

4. Announce these plans in a Convocation (open forum) and tweak/revise if need be

5. Implement the plans to address top items

Core Team

Steering the Parish Alive! endeavor is the “Core Team”.  This diverse group is made up of St. Christine Parishioners and staff, some of which play leadership roles in ministries and others stepping forward for the first time, some young and others experienced in our Parish history.  Sharing a common bond of being motivated by the growth of our Parish in terms of the new gymnasium and Parish center, the Core Team yearns to cultivate growth as well in terms of enhanced Parishioner relationships, spirit, and faith.

Summary of the work done to date:

1. Parish Alive! met first in Fall 2006 to coordinate inviting a random sample of every eighth registered parishioner/family to provide their views of St. Christine Parish.

2. Focus groups were conducted to gather feedback about a variety of topics in the Parish.

3. A survey was designed based on thee focus groups and was given at all the Masses the weekend of January 27th and 28th.  More than 1,800 people filled out that survey!
4. The Core Team analyzed survey results and focus group findings to identify priority areas and since then has been proposing ways to address the priority areas (see next page).

Survey Results from the 1,806 Surveys Completed at Masses on January 27 & 28, 2007
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From these results, we see that over 40% of those who completed a survey indicate promoting a warm and welcoming Parish as in their top 3 areas of most importance for our Parish to address, 27% say outreach to the poor in their top 3, and close to 1 out of 4 say promoting our school is in their top 3 areas.  Of those who responded, the average number of years for being a member of the Parish is 25 and the average age is 51 with 1 in 4 of those who responded being age 65 or more.  Finally, although close to 90% of those who completed a survey say they attend Mass weekly or more, almost 2 out of 3 say they are not active in any Parish ministry or activity.  Please visit     http://www.StChristine.org        to view the complete survey results.
Priority Areas

The following items were identified as most important to address by the Parish at this time:

1. Youth, Seniors, and Faith Formation

2. Being Welcoming and Promoting Our School

3. Liturgy and Doctrine

4. Leadership and Outreach to Persons Who are Poor

Current Status

Parish Alive! subcommittees are investigating how the Parish currently addresses these priority areas by talking to Parish staff and chairpersons of related ministries.  Subcommittees are also talking with outside Parishes to get a range of ideas with the goal of making recommendations to the Core Team on how we might strengthen our Parish in their respective priority area.

Next Steps

The Parish Alive! Core Team will share its ultimate recommendations with the Parish at a convocation on September 16, 2007.  At that time, the entire Parish is invited to review and share thoughts on these suggestions relative to the priority areas identified.  After discussion and exchanging of ideas at the convocation, we anticipate additional parishioners to step forward to help in addressing the priority areas.

Save the Date
After 12:00 Mass on Father’s Day, June 17, 2007, Bishop Murray will bless the dedication of our new Parish Center.  All are invited to attend this ceremony.
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Percent Who Selected Item as in Top 3 Areas Most Important for Our Parish to Address:

		Children’s Choir 9%		Marriage Enrichment Programs 8%		Promote a warm welcoming Parish 43%

		Renovations 17%		Music 11%		Promote our School 24%

		Newsletter 15%		Outreach for the disabled 14%		Small Faith Communities 5%

		Teachings 29%		Outreach to the poor 27%		Singles 13%

		Parking 13%		Perpetual adoration 7%		Endowment Fund 5%

		Family Faith 21%		Planned giving 3%		Bible school 7%
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Profile of Those Who Responded:

		Been a member for 25 years

		57% female, 42% male

		62% married, 21% single, 9% widowed, 6% divorced

		63% are not active in Ministries/activities



		89% have no kids in our school

		86% have no kids in CCD

		Average age is 51 (93 year old is oldest; only 27% below 40; 26% age 65 or more)

		86% attend Mass weekly










